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What We Teach

We believe that we are natural beings with a supernatural end. No earthly pleasure,
person, or thing can satisfy our deepest longings, for our hearts are restless until they find their
rest in God (Ps 73:25-26; Phil 3:8). God is the most important being, and what we think about
him is the most important thing about us.

We affirm two foundational truths about God. David writes: “One thing God has spoken,
two things have I heard: that you, O God, are strong, and that you, O Lord, are loving” (Ps
62:11-12). God is strong, or supremely powerful in his transcendence (high above us). And God
is loving, or compassionately present in his immanence (here with us).

Transcendent (high above us)

God is in a category all by himself. Yahweh, translated “the LORD” in our English
Bibles, has no competitors (Deut 6:4). The LORD alone is God. He does not go by any other
name, such as Allah, Brahma, Void of Nirvana, or the Ground of Being. These names do not
refer to the one true God.

Moses states, “the LORD is God; besides him there is no other” (Deut 4:35; cf. 32:39; 1
Kgs 8:60). The LORD openly mocks the impotence of idols: “I am the first and I am the last; apart
from me there is no God. Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it” (Isa 44:6-7). Nothing can
compare with the LORD, and so he rightly deserves all of our praise (Ps 96:4). We sing with
David: “Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom” (Ps
145:3). And we pray with Hannah: “There is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides
you; there is no Rock like our God” (1 Sam 2:2).

God is holy in his being. The term “holy” means to be set apart or different, and our holy
God dwells on a wholly other plane of existence, entirely beyond what our finite minds can
comprehend. God is spirit, and we worship him “in spirit and in truth” when we sing with the
seraphs, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isa 6:3;
John 4:24; cf. Ps 99:9; Isa 55:8-9; Rom 11:33-36).

The vast chasm between God and us prompts us to use negative terms to describe him.
We begin with our limitations and then say how these do not apply to God. We are finite but God
is infinite—his perfections have no limit. We are bound by time but God is eternal—he has no
beginning or end and exists in one never ending moment. We are changeable but God is
immutable—his perfections cannot increase, decrease, or change in any way (1 Tim 1:17; 6:16).
We have parts but God is simple. He has no parts that can be separated or broken down. He
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exists indivisibly, necessarily, and from himself (Exod 3:14). Because God is simple, he does not
merely possess his perfections. He is them. God does not merely possess love, beauty, and truth.
He is love, beauty, and truth.

We also speak about God in maximal terms, taking what is good about us and ratcheting
that up to the highest degree. We possess power; God possesses all power, or omnipotence. We
are present here; God must be present everywhere, or omnipresent. We have knowledge; God has
all knowledge, or omniscience (Ps 139:1-18).

God’s holy and unchanging nature is infinitely powerful, beautiful, and glorious (Num
23:19; Mal 3:6; Ps 102:27; Jas 1:17). “Nothing is too hard” for the LORD (Jer 32:17; cf. Matt
19:26), and nothing is better than to “dwell in the house of the LORD” to “gaze upon the beauty of
the LORD” (Ps 27:4) and “speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty” (Ps 145:3-5; cf. 96:6).
Our holy God exists on his own without help from anyone. He “is not served by human hands, as
if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else”
(Acts 17:24-25; cf. Ps 90:2).

God is an eternal being who is present in every place and every time (John 4:24; Gen
21:33; Ps 102:11-12; Isa 26:4; Rev 1:4). He dwells beyond the limitations of time and sees all of
time at once—the past, present, and what will or will not happen in the future (1 Sam 23:11-12;
Isa 46:9-10; Jer 1:5; 38:17-23; Matt 11:21; Heb 4:13; 1 John 3:20). His knowledge of all things
enables God to be the source of all wisdom and truth (Isa 40:14; Rom 16:27). His “understanding
has no limit” (Ps 147:5) and he shares his wisdom with all who ask (Jas 1:5).

God’s wholly otherness enables him to sovereignly rule the universe. “The king’s heart is
in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases” (Prov 21:1). God
“foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples” (Ps 33:10-11). Why do
“the rulers gather together against the LORD”? “The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord
scoffs at them. Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath” (Ps 2:1-5).

God’s wholly otherness enables him to sovereignly rule the universe without violating
our freedom. As the Sabeans and Chaldeans were permitted by God to steal Job’s oxen and
camels (Job 1:13-17); as the king of Assyria freely became a tool in God’s hand (Isa 10:5-19);
and as the Jews freely crucified Jesus, who was “handed over…by God’s set purpose and
foreknowledge” (Acts 2:23), so in a mysterious way God respects our freedom even as he
“works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will” (Eph 1:11).

God is holy in his righteousness. God’s righteousness is infinitely higher than ours. He
is necessarily righteous (Ps 100:5) and the standard by which all righteousness is measured. “He
is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong,
upright and just is he” (Deut 32:4). So he commands us:  “I am the LORD your God; consecrate
yourselves and be holy, because I am holy” (Lev 11:44; cf. 1 Pet 1:15-16).
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Immanent (here with us)

God chooses to be with us.  The God who needs nothing from us freely enters into
covenant with us. He promised Israel that he would put his “dwelling place among you” in order
to “walk among you and be your God” (Lev 26:11-12). He presently dwells within us, as both
individually and corporately we are the “temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you” (1 Cor 6:19;
3:16-17).

David rejoiced in the permanent presence of God. “Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence? ...If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far
side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. …When I
awake, I am still with you” (Ps 139:7-10, 18).

God is love within himself. God chooses to be with us because he is the essence and
source of love, the standard by which all love is measured (1 John 4:8). John writes: “This is
love:  not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our
sins.” And “since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:10-11).

God is love because he is a community of self-giving lovers: three persons who mutually
indwell the others and lovingly set aside their own preferences for the sake of the others (John
14:10-11; 17:21-23). The incarnate Son submitted to the Spirit’s prompting and said that he had
come “not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me” (Matt 4:1; John 6:45). The Son
prayed to the Father, “not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). The Father endured the
agony of his Son’s suffering so that the Son might become our exalted Redeemer (Phil 2:9-11;
John 17:1-5), and the Spirit joyfully submits to both the Father and the Son in his present
ministry in our world (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:14-15).

The triune persons flourish together in their interlocking fellowship, so that this
community of lovers is the ultimate perfection of life (1 John 4:8, 16; John 5:26; 14:6). John says
that “the Father has life in himself” and “he has granted the Son to have life in himself” (John
5:26). We join this life as we believe in the Father and the Son (John 3:18, 36; 5:24) and imitate
their example of sacrificial love. “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus,”
writes Paul, “Who, being in very nature God…made himself nothing…and became obedient to
death—even death on a cross!” (Phil 2:5-11). Jesus explained that “If anyone would come after
me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it” (Matt 16:24-25).

God is love toward us. Our loving God chose to share his love with us. He did not need
to create our world, as he lacked nothing in his community of love. Yet creation is an appropriate
act for our triune God. It is fitting for God, who has always loved the other within the Godhead,
to allow his love to overflow the borders of his triune community and create new others to love.

The triune persons, who eternally serve each other in self-giving love, chose to create a
new space for us to join their love. The God who is above us became the God who is with us. As
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each divine person is committed to the other’s flourishing, so they are committed to ours. They
loved us enough to create us, and having made us, they love us enough to do whatever it takes to
save us. “I have come that they may have life,” said Jesus, “and have it to the full” (John 10:10).

God is infinitely more valuable than anything else, so he creates for his own glory. David
declares that “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands”
(Ps 19:1; Isa 43:7; Rev 4:11). But God chooses to be with us. It is God’s nature to serve the
other, and so he created all things from love. David exclaims: “You created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb…How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!” (Ps 139:13-17).

Our glorious and loving God created this world from nothing, which means that
everything here is less than God (Gen 1:1; Heb 11:3; Matt 6:33; 13:44-46); and he created it
good, which means that everything here has value to God (Gen 1:31; Job 38-41; Ps 104:10-30;
Matt 13:33). Nothing here is worthy of our worship, but nothing is to be neglected, because it
matters to the God who made it.
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